
2022 St Pius X School Advisory Council – Chairman’s Report 

 
Welcome everyone to the 2020 St Pius X Primary School ACM. I would like to acknowledge 
the Whadjuk people as the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet. I would 
like to pay my respects to Elders past and present and extend that respect to any First 
Australians in the room with us today. 
 
On behalf of the St Pius X School Advisory Council, I would like to thank you all for 
attending the ACM this evening and for your continued support of our school and 
community. 
 
I would like to acknowledge my fellow council members who are all very proud to be 
supporting the St Pius X community. Jayne Kingwell (Secretary), Adam Sofoulis 
(Treasurer), Sarah Wickham, Michael Cain, Father Patrick Lim, Marie Chaperon, Clare 
Thomson, Kim Hughes, Melissa Vranjes and our P & F representative and President of the 
P & F, Nick Sertis. 
 
2022 has been my first year as Board Chairman, an honour I accepted after former 
Chairman Chet Richardson stepped down at the end of 2021. It is my privilege to assist in 
the planning of present and future strategy of St Pius X and bring the voice of the 
community into the school along with my fellow board members. 
 
Reflecting back on 2022, it has been a busy and successful year for St Pius X. Our school 
continues to achieve great things and provide an excellent, Christ centred education for 
our students. The amazing group of teachers and staff put the students at the centre of 
everything they do, which is evident at assemblies where students are celebrated and 
have input into designing items, student leaders leading assemblies, liturgies and masses; 
and teachers and staff celebrating individual and collective student achievements. 
 
Whilst 2022 has seen a re-establishment of pre-Covid norms, the beginning of the school 
year still brought many challenges for the teachers and staff at St Pius. During the first 
outbreaks amongst classes, the teaching staff went above and beyond, including calling 
parents on the weekend to inform and offer guidance according to the guidelines at the 
time. Teachers still managed face-to-face teaching while accommodating for those 
students who were also isolating at home. Communication was swift and despite the raft 
of restrictions, the teachers managed to keep a sense of community strong amongst the 
students. 
 
Fortunately, unlike 2020 and 2021, no events needed to be cancelled this year. The 
swimming carnival had to be postponed until just last week, but due to the hard work and 
adaptability of our community, this and all other events this year have been wildly 
successful. 
 
 



Another welcome addition to the St Pius X events calendar this year has been The 
Fathering Project activities, organised primarily by board member Michael Cain. Michael 
has been tireless in his efforts in staging a number of events that help dads build 
connections with their children, and other dads at the school. I encourage all fathers to 
get involved and continue to support further events in 2023 and beyond. 
 
Financially, 2022 saw a shift to re-focus capital spend on improvements in school 
infrastructure after several years of austerity. The re-surface of the basketball court area 
made a huge improvement in presentation and usage - and I’m sure everyone is used to 
the green by now. 
 
A class set of iPads were purchased for Year 1 to promote digital literacy of our students 
and enable them to use iPads as a learning tool in Digital Technology and other learning 
areas. 
 
The library has also seen significant upgrades, with new windows installed and new books 
purchased. New junior and middle/upper primary class reading resources have also been 
purchased to enhance student engagement in reading and teaching practices in alignment 
with our school improvement plan. Also, the leadership team and staff are currently 
researching new library furniture to accentuate flexible learning. 
 
A further development early this year was the new St Pius X website, which has increased 
functionality and enabled better communication with existing students and parents, and 
potential new families to the school. 
 
2022 also saw the school receive their Registration Audit. A lot of hard work from 
everyone on the leadership team went into ensuring St Pius X met all the audit 
requirements. Pleasingly, the auditor was extremely positive in their feedback.  
 
I would like to express my sincere thanks to a number of people who make St Pius X the 
school that it is today. 
 

Firstly, I’d like to acknowledge members of our School Advisory Council and P & F boards. 
We are extremely fortunate to have such a committed group of parent volunteers who 
strive to provide the best environment possible for our students. 
 
To Father Patrick Lim for his work in celebrating the Sacraments and school masses and 
making all the families and children of the school feel welcome and a part of the parish 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 



I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank a couple of outgoing St Pius X Advisory Board 
stalwarts in P&F President Nick Sertis and Treasurer Adam Sofoulis. Nick joined the School 
Advisory Council back in 2014; he was then Chair of the Board for 3 years from 2015 to 
2018. And if that wasn’t enough, he then became P&F president from 2019 to the present. 
Adam joined the School Advisory Council in 2016 and has been Treasurer for his entire 
tenure. His expert fiscal management is a major reason the schools’ financial position has 
remained so strong throughout trying times. Both Nick and Adam have been outstanding 
contributors to the St Pius X community during their time and are going to be greatly 
missed. 
 
In closing, 2022 has seen St Pius X maintain an exceptionally strong educational, spiritual 
and financial position. And with the continued support of the school community, I look 
forward to extending that into 2023. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Bryan Dennis 
Chairman – St Pius X Catholic Primary School Advisory Council 
 
22 November 2022 


